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      Other amount
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With Gift Aid, your generous donation of £10 would be worth £12.50 at no extra cost to you.

        

        Yes, I want to Gift Aid any donations made to NAM now, in the future and in the past four years
      

I am a UK taxpayer and I understand that if I pay less Income and /or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in the relevant tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.








In our 35th year we’re asking people to donate £35 – that’s just £1 for every year we’ve been providing life-changing information. Any donation you make helps us continue our work towards a world where HIV is no longer a threat to health or happiness.

	£5 allows us to reach millions of people globally with accurate and reliable resources about HIV prevention and treatment.
	£10 helps us produce news and bulletins on the latest developments in HIV for healthcare staff around the world.
	£35 means we can empower more people living with HIV to challenge stigma with our information workshops, videos and broadcasts.
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This article is more than 23 years old. Click here for more recent articles on this topic


            From 25 to 27 June, the United Nations General Assembly will be holding a Special Session on AIDS in New York (known as UNGASS). The world’s media will focus on the response of governments, corporations and communities. Can the scale of the global response match the scale of the AIDS disaster, especially that currently facing Africa?

A ‘Global AIDS Trust Fund’ has been promoted by economists led by Harvard University’s Professor Jeffrey Sachs as a means of addressing this issue, a call which has been taken up by the leadership of the United Nations. A ‘Global AIDS and Health Fund’ covering both prevention and treatment for HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis is now under active discussion among the UN, the ‘G8’ countries, and other interested parties. At current levels of donor commitment it will not provide widespread access to antiviral treatment, though it could lay the foundations for future treatment programmes. Its progress will depend on creating a funding system that wins broad support from donors, recipients and suppliers of goods and services.

Where have these proposals come from - and what are their chances of success?
Sachs and colleagues began by estimating the resources needed, to apply current best practice in HIV prevention across Africa. Some countries have managed far better than others in controlling HIV. ‘Success’ comes with higher levels of political commitment, more investment in prevention, research, education and care. Uganda and Senegal, in particular, have received higher levels of overseas aid targeted at HIV-related health needs than comparable countries which have fared worse. Such studies yield international targets in the region of $1 billion to $2 billion US dollars, in addition to increased spending by African governments themselves.

Writing in the May 2001 issue of Nature Medicine, Sachs – who chairs WHO’s Commission on Macroeconomics and Health – extends this call to treatment for HIV, beginning with a fund of $4 billion which he thinks will need to rise to $10 billion annually, including the cost of HIV prevention. 


Glossary


malaria

A serious disease caused by a parasite that commonly infects a certain type of mosquito which feeds on humans. People who get malaria are typically very sick with high fevers, shaking chills, and flu-like illness. 






antiviral 

A drug that acts against a virus or viruses.







immunisation

Immunisation is the process whereby a person is made immune or resistant to an infectious disease, typically by the administration of a vaccine. Vaccines stimulate the body’s own immune system to protect the person against subsequent infection or disease.


 






mother-to-child transmission (MTCT)

Transmission of HIV from a mother to her unborn child in the womb or during birth, or to infants via breast milk. Also known as vertical transmission.






UNAIDS

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) brings together the resources of ten United Nations organisations in response to HIV and AIDS.







Sachs calls for additional funding to revive programmes to control malaria, tuberculosis, and childhood diseases, which could cost another $10 billion. As Sachs puts it, ‘Global donor support of $10-20 billion per year, much less than 0.1% of the combined $25 trillion gross national product (GNP) of the rich nations, would save millions of lives each year and would enable Africa to escape from a downward spiral of disease and economic collapse.’ 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has called for a fund rising to $7 to $10 billion a year, to cover TB and malaria as well as HIV/AIDS. This funding would aim to repair and extend damaged public healthcare systems across Africa and in ‘least developed countries’ in Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. It is notably less than Sachs is calling for and, because it is not limited to Africa, would need to meet wider demands.


Find out more in our About HIV pages


Despite many unanswered questions about the management of this Fund, on which the UN has been consulting a wide range of interested governments and other agencies, it has met with some positive responses from donors. So far, the USA has pledged $200 million for the first year, Britain £75 million, and France 150 million euros over three years, which might suggest an initial budget closer to $1 billion than $20 billion, when other countries and possibly the European Union have made similar contributions.

What will the fund pay for?
The model for how the fund would be managed is likely to be the Global Children’s Vaccine Fund, now part of the Global Alliance on Vaccines and Immunisation (GAVI). That fund was set up with US $750 million from the Gates Foundation, and it is certainly hoped by the UN that private donors will contribute to the new fund. Indeed, the Gates Foundation has already pledged $100 million and the first corporate donation, of $1 million from a Credit Suisse company (Wintherthur Insurance), has also been announced.

According to Jeffrey O’Malley, who represented the International HIV/AIDS Alliance at one round of consultation, held in Geneva from 3 to 5 June, media reports that the Fund would be limited to HIV prevention are incorrect. The allocation of money between HIV, TB and malaria, and between specific programmes and strengthening of healthcare systems, has not been decided. There is a growing consensus that prevention programmes, especially those which depend on HIV testing, cannot be sustained without expanding access to treatment at the same time.


More news from Botswana


The fact that key policy makers associated with major donors have expressed a strong preference for the Fund to focus on the prevention of HIV (including condom supplies and antiretrovirals to prevent mother to child transmission), plus malaria prevention and tuberculosis treatment, should limit any expectations that the Fund will deliver large-scale treatment for HIV in the short term. On the other hand, where effective tuberculosis treatment programmes are in place, they can probably provide the best and most appropriate framework for delivering antiretroviral drugs in most countries.

Who will run it?
The Global AIDS and Health Fund (whose title may still change) will be set up as a public-private partnership, governed by a board representing different agencies and sectors. These will include key UN agencies, donor governments, recipient governments, and non-governmental organisations. Whether drug companies should be represented has been under discussion; many take the view that conflicts of interest would be too great to allow this.

The next step is likely to be the formation of an interim group of representatives of these constituencies, to be replaced once the ‘constituencies’ are better defined through some process of election.

Many other questions remain to be answered. There seems to be opposition to creating a new agency to hold the fund and a preference for managing it through an ‘alliance’ of existing agencies. Where the money will ‘sit’ is still unclear. 

Who will benefit from the proposals?

It is also unclear, which countries will be able to draw on the fund. The 78 countries eligible for World Bank International Development Association (IDA) funding will almost certainly be able to do so. However, the countries which could most rapidly extend access to treatment and care are likely to be those which are wealthier and have better public health services. For example, the IDA list excludes South Africa, Namibia, Botswana and Swaziland (although it does include most African countries).

What else needs to happen for the Fund to be useful and sustainable?
The biggest questions go beyond the Fund itself.

Firstly, for many countries, cancellation of unsustainable international debts is likely to do more to enable their governments to respond to HIV and AIDS than any amount which is likely to be received from the Fund.

Secondly, the Fund will only help if it represents money given in addition to that which is already being spent to address needs related to poverty and health inequality. If money is diverted from other international development budgets, it could do more harm than good.

Thirdly, its success will depend on progress on other issues which are central to growing global inequality. These include the quality of government; investment in education – especially for girls; respect for human rights and conflict resolution; and the unequal terms of international trade.

Join an online discussion about making treatment affordable for resource poor countries at the aidsmap.com Global Issues discussion forum
 Links and further reading
G8 Genoa Summit – the Okinawa communique, in the protocols section, includes previous commitments on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

International HIV/AIDS Alliance Policy Statement on the need for additional international funding.

Sachs, J ‘A new global commitment to disease control in Africa’. Nature Medicine, vol 7 no 5 pp 521-523, May 2001

Tackling the Diseases of Poverty – UK government report, endorsed by Prime Minister Tony Blair, which sets out an agenda for the G8 on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria.

UK Department for International Development – has issued a departmental strategy paper this year on HIV and AIDS.

UNAIDS – includes papers related to the UNGASS process.

The World Bank’s IDA list of least developed countries
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  HIV prevention: which countries are still on track?

  UNAIDS report shows which countries are succeeding in reducing new HIV infections – and which are failing.
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  Global health initiatives

  The pioneer of America's embattled global HIV program recalls the hope after years of despair

  John Nkengasong has spent decades working in Africa on HIV and AIDS, a career intertwined with the U.S. program that since its introduction 20 years ago has transformed care in some of the hardest-hit countries and saved an estimated 25 million lives. 
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  People who inject drugs

  UNAIDS Urges Scaling Up of Evidence-Based Services to Address the Transmission of HIV and Viral Hepatitis Among People Who Use Drugs

  Only 1% of people who inject drugs have access to recommended harm reduction services.
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  Global health initiatives

  Guayaquil joins the worldwide group of cities committed to ending the HIV epidemic

  Mayor Aquiles Alvarez Henriques of Guayaquil, Ecuador's largest city, signed the Paris and Sevilla Declarations, placing the city among the almost 500 municipalities around the world that are committed to improve the quality of life of people living with and affected by HIV. 
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  Global health initiatives

  Reductions in new HIV infections in several Global HIV Prevention Coalition countries, but global progress needs to be accelerated

  A new report, HIV Prevention: From Crisis to Opportunity shows that HIV infections continue to decline in countries that are part of the Global HIV Prevention Coalition (GPC) faster than in the rest of the world.
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      About us

    
      
      NAM Publications (known as aidsmap) is a charity based in the United Kingdom. We work to change lives by sharing information about HIV & AIDS. We believe independent, clear and accurate information is vital in the fight against HIV & AIDS.


Our information is intended to support, rather than replace, consultation with a healthcare professional. Talk to your doctor or another member of your healthcare team for advice tailored to your situation.
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